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WEATHER 


Moderate showers are expected in 


parts of Hyderabad 








CONGRESS VOCAL IN OPPOSING ‘MONETISATION’ 


‘Aimed at creating large monopolists’ 


C 


Leasingisan : 
excuse. The Indi- : 
an people have : 
putinthousands : 
and thousands of : 
crores of rupees : 
to create such : 
assets. Now you : 
are going totake : 
a little bit of rent : 
and gift the : 
assets tothese : 
people. : 

— Rahul Gandhi : 


What are the goals : 
[of NMP]? They : 
say they want to : 

raise money. Can : 
that be a goal in : 
itself? : 

— P Chidambaram : 


ongress voiced strong opposi- 
tion to the government’s plan 
to hand over public in- 
frastructure to private compa- 
nies for Rs 6 lakh crore. Ad- 
dressing the media, party lead- 
ers Rahul Gandhi and P Chi- 
dambaram on Tuesday ques- 
tioned the purpose of transfer 
of assets created over decades 
with humungous investments 
to the private sector for raising 
money. 


Rahul Gandhi equated the 
prime minister’s perceived be- 
lief that a few large monopo- 
lists can transform India with 
the situation that led to the 
enslavement of India by the 
East India Company. 


“This is very dangerous for 
India. We saw a monopoly that 
the East India Company was. It 
enslaved India. We are again 
moving towards slavery. It isa 
huge tragedy,” he said. 

Mr Gandhi also dismissed 
the government’s claim that 
infrastructure assets that had 


been languishing were being 
used for resource mobilisation. 


“(Are) the railways languish- 
ing? Are trains not in use? Na- 
tional highways, telecom, gas 
pipelines, warehouses, the 
power sector — (all are) lan- 
guishing?” he said. 

He contended that Modi’s 
policies were aimed at creating 
monopolies in the formal sec- 
tor while destroying the infor- 
mal sector. 


He countered the Centre’s 
argument that the assets were 
not being sold and only leased 
out, with the ownership re- 
maining with the government. 


“Leasing is an excuse. The 
Indian people have put in 
thousands and thousands of 
crores of rupees to create such 
assets. Now you are going to 
take a little bit of rent and gift 
the assets to these people. 


“They don’t have the 
courage to say, ‘We are selling’. 
Who knows what will happen 
after 40 years? So the discus- 


sion on ownership will begin 
after 40 years. By that time the 
game is over. The reality is, 
Modi is gifting national assets 
built with enormous resources 
and labour by Indians to his 
friends.” 


Stating Congress perspec- 
tive on privatisation that 
strategic assets should not be 
privatised, he said, “We con- 
sider the railways strategic be- 
cause (they are) the backbone 
of India and give jobs to a large 
number of people.” 


“We sold industries which 
were chronically loss-making, 
had minimal market share and 
didn’t create private monopo- 
lies. All small and medium en- 
terprises will (now) close down 
because of huge monopolies 
and jobs will disappear.” 


Without naming any indus- 
trialists, he said: “We all know 
who the airports and ports are 
going to. We know who is in- 
terested in warehouses. All 
these assets will go to three- 
four people.” 


Former finance minister P. 
Chidambaram said: “What are 
the goals (of the handover ex- 
ercise), what is the consulta- 
tion with the stakeholders? 
They say they want to raise 
money. Can that be a goal in 
itself?” 


He added: “Can you sell 
assets built over 70 years with 
humongous amounts of money 
to raise money? It is closing- 
down sale. Virtually no public 
sector will remain after this.” 


Chidambaram, known as a 
champion of the free market 
and an advocate of privatisa- 
tion, went on: “The govern- 
ment will get (Rs) 6 lakh crore 
in four years. The Prime Minis- 
ter announced repeatedly that 
the national infrastructure 
project is worth Rs 100 lakh 
crore. What mathematics is 
this? This is a scandal. Unions, 
workers, the youth, citizens 
must start debating this. This is 
dangerous. The country must 
wake up.” 


Running in loops 


Jailed student activist Umar Khalid’s lawyer Tridip 
Pais yesterday explained how his client was framed on 
the basis of footage on Republic TV and TV18 show- 
ing a BJP tweet. Pais held that the TV channels played 
an edited video of his speech, which was initially 
tweeted by BJP social media panjandrum Amit 
Malviya. 


Pais said that Delhi Police had sought raw footage 
of the speech from TV18. They responded that they 
did not have raw footage and had taken it froma 
tweet by a BJP member. If this looks circular, it’s be- 
cause it is indeed circular. Khalid’s full speech was 
never transcribed or shown by the police to the court 
for a reason: it was a call for peaceful, Gandhian 
protest. 


Pais started by telling the court that the police 
have registered 715 FIRs and Umar was “not named in 
a single FIR”. He said that the FIR against him under 
the draconian UAPA is “unnecessary and has been 
drafted and filed in order to target people selectively 
based on opposition to CAA.” Pais told the court that 
in each of the riot FIRs, a cognisable offence was dis- 
closed, but in the present FIR, there is no such thing. 
(The India Cable) 


Telangana High Court 
on Tuesday sought to 
know from the State gov- 
ernment if it had any plans 
to revoke G.O. 111 which 
was issued in 1996 pro- 
hibiting erection of high- 
rise structures in the 
catchment areas of Hi- 
mayatsagar and Osman- 
sagar. “There is no point in 
adjudicating the PIL plea 
and writ petitions when the 
government is thinking of 
revoking G.O. 111,” the CJ 
remarked. 


The Telangana gov- 
ernment has released 
382.5 crore for taking up 
works under the Con- 
stituency Development 
Programme for first and 
second quarters of the cur- 
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rent financial year. An 
amount of €2.5 crore each 
has been allocated to con- 
stituencies represented by 
MLAs and MLCs. The re- 
lease forms part of the 
budget release orders is- 
sued for an amount of 
400 crore — €301.88 crore 
under general category, 
61.8 crore under SC spe- 
cial development fund and 
36.32 crore under Sched- 
uled Tribes special devel- 
opment fund in the past. 


Prof. R. Limbadri, pres- 
ently Vice-Chairman of the 
Telangana State Council of 
Higher Education 
(TSCHE), has been ap- 
pointed as the officiating 


Chairman in place of T. 
Papi Reddy. 


The results of Engi- 
neering and Agriculture 
& Medical streams of TS 
EAMCET-2021 will be re- 
leased on today at 11 a.m. 
by Minister for Education 
P. Sabitha Indra Reddy. 
The results will be available 
on ‘https://eam- 
cet.tsche.ac.in’. The Minis- 
ter will also release the de- 
tails of top 10 candidates in 
each stream. Sandeep Ku- 
mar Sultania, Principal Sec- 
retary, and T. Papi Reddy, 
Chairman, Telangana State 
Council of Higher Educa- 
tion and other officials will 
be present. 





India’s mRNA- 


_ based Covid 
' vaccine goes to 


Phase 2, 3 trials 


: Pune-based biotechnology 
: company Gennova Bio- 

: pharmaceuticals Ltd, the 

: first Indian company to pro- 
: duce mRNA-based Covid 19 
: vaccines, has passed the 

: first stage of testing. The 

: results of the vaccine’s 

: phase-i trials received the 

: approval of the subject ex- 

: pert committee. The com- 

: mittee found that vaccine 

: was Safe, tolerable, and im- 
: munogenic in the partici- 

: pants of the study. 


The company can now 


: conduct phase 2 and 3 study. 
: It has submitted a proposal 

: fora multicentre, ran- 

: domised, active- controlled, 
: observer-blind, phase-2 

: study, seamlessly followed 

: by a phase-3 study to evalu- 

: ate the safety, tolerability, 

: and immunogenicity of the 

: candidate HGCo19g 

: (Covid-19 vaccine) in healthy 
: subjects. This proposal has 

: been approved by DCGI and 
: CDSCO. 


Gennova’s mRNA-based 


: Covid-19 vaccine develop- 

: ment programme was partly 
: funded by DBT(Department 
: of Biotechnology) under Ind 
: CEPI in June 2020. 


Dr. Renu Swarup, secre- 


: tary of DBT and chairperson 
: BIRAC, said it is a matter of 

: great pride that nation's first 
: mRNA-based vaccine is 

: found to be safe and it isa 

: milestone in our indigenous 

: vaccine development mis- 

: sion. 


— Harsha Jakkula 
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*Take some deep breaths. 


oO 
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*Remember your good 
deeds. Give yourself credit 
for the good things you do for 
others. 

*Forgive yourself. Everyone 
makes mistakes. Learn from 
what went wrong, but don’t 
dwell on it. 

*Spend more time with your 
friends. Surround yourself 
with positive, healthy people. 
*Explore your beliefs about 
the meaning and purpose of 
life. Think about how to guide 
your life by the principles that 
are important to you. 


*Get enough sleep. 
*Exercise regularly. Just 
30 minutes a day of walk- 
ing can boost mood and 
reduce stress. 

‘Build a social support 
network. 

°*Set priorities. Decide 
what must get done and 
what can wait. Say no to 
new tasks if they are 
putting you into overload. 
*Think positive. Note what 
you've accomplished at 
the end of the day, not 
what you've failed to do. 


*Go to bed the same time 
each night and get up the 
same time each morning. 
*Sleep in a dark, quiet, 
comfortable environment. 
‘Exercise daily (but not 
right before bedtime). 
*Limit the use of electronics 
before bed. 

*Relax before bedtime. A 
warm bath or reading might 
help. 

‘Avoid alcohol and stimu- 
lants such as caffeine late in 
the day. 

‘Avoid nicotine. 


*Take care of yourself. Try 
to eat right, exercise, and 
get enough sleep. Avoid 
bad habits—like smoking or 
drinking alcohol—that can 
put your health at risk. 
°Talk to caring friends. Let 
others know when you want 
to talk. 

*Find a grief support 
group. It might help to talk 
with others who are also 
grieving. 

*-Don't make major 
changes right away. VVait a 
while before making big 
decisions 


‘Build strong relationships 
with your kids. 
*Get active and share good 


habits with family& friends. 


If you're a family caregiver, 
ask for help from others. 
‘Join a group focused ona 
favourite hobby, such as 
reading, hiking, or painting. 
*Take a class to learn some- 
thing new. 

*Volunteer for things you 
care about in your 
community. 

‘Travel to different places 
and meet new people. 


Breathe in through your 
nose to a count of 4, hold 
for 1 second and then ex- 
hale through the mouth to 
a count of 5. Repeat often. 
‘Enjoy a stroll. As you 
walk, notice your breath 
and the sights and sounds 
around you. As thoughts 
and worries enter your 
mind, note them but then 
return to the present. 
*Practice mindful eating. 
Be aware of taste, textures, 
and flavours in each bite, 
and listen to your body 


